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Femininity in literature: A feminist approach on the Sinhala Novel
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Abstract

Inquiring into depictions of gender in the Sinhala novel with a feminist approach is
the objective of this research paper. The fact that in feminist ideology-based analysis,
every social issue is explained in terms of gender is the reason for this. Though the
term feminism first came into use in reference to the protests which occurred in
relation to issues concerning women in western society in the 19" and 20" centuries,
it has by now acquired a broader meaning. Feminism has become a broad concept
which, while seeking to end the prevailing discrimination against women by
demanding equal rights and amending of laws, also goes beyond equal rights and
liberation movements, in attempts to change the existing system. There are several
theoretical approaches in feminism. Empowering women, creating gender equality,
achieving liberation, removing suppression and discrimination are ideologically
targeted in feminism. Feminist literature is solicitous to (i.e., keenly concerned with)
fulfilling the role of the feminist movement. In feminist literary criticism the
connection between literature and the feminine experience is expounded from a
feminist standpoint and the depictions in literature by writers (both male and female)
of feelings, beliefs and lifestyles of women are subjected to close scrutiny.
Accordingly, this study has been conducted using novels selected from among the
works of authors Eva Ranaweera, Sumithra Rahubaddha, K. Jayatilake, and

Tennyson Perera.
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